A IHGA UTOUPAPHY OF JOHN GERBES 
By his eae 


6. in* soraira, Berri, aw erna This was th , virtnplace 
-and hore of hie ancestors for many senera tions. i ; 
Dr. Gerber was well educated m tne common 


iversities., He was » 
fore he trained for the P He was E ta 
a Yheran: College at the age of 20, During the first. three: 

he studied four: languages , Greek, Tatin, Hebrew, and Exehéhh 
“Rat e, tongue was German aad later, in America, he ‘earned. miele 
ixk languages he spoke. While attending thig, ‘college, he. 

malet the theological subjects. Later, ne studied. medieine | 
aranesi Dr. Gerber completed the medical courses with hon X ana o 


_ was certified as Doctor of Nomeopathics. 
On Jan, 13, 1822 he was ordained to 
‘Gistinguis shed Peete - 


the ministr ae “2 


Socie ty of London. 
Stuttgart and Ey the fol 
'- Tendon, The Society there called him to go to Sierra: te 
“Africa to labor with the Negro Colonies. 

l ™wenty one people sailed on the ship including 
One of the women was Dr. Weuher ta bride, Nagdeline Hate, : 
‘country was wild and unsettled. On May 22, 1826 Nagdel ing. aye 


“birth to a baby ie 


and both died and were buried on Bae MAL. 


he met Maria Elizabeth Wagner. 
they sailed for Africa. on Bees 


While there 
z oe Again, | 


bay ise and: Gas Sra Maria “Susayne mine lmeta S 
Dr, Gerber continned his labors as minister andydocto 
ached teacher, Gn Jan, 8, n he marched Jor 


serving as 


times, “‘Pinally,. 
nered sufficiently“ ‘to return to Dean 


Dr, Garber told several interestinc cxperiences; that ney nad 
Cuming his stay in Africa, Among them were narrow escapes fron Tas) 
‘ iles, ‘hoa-constrictors, and a species, of larze monkeys‘: 
“Love of. the-outdoors and the chase often led him far ovt into“ the 


wilds and consequently into dangerous situations, x 

One time he.was in charge of a small boat to take arquantity 
of red pepper up the coast to a shipping point. When part-way 
wp he saw a French war ship coming toward them, France and, England 
were at war end ne knew he would be. taken prisoner if caught ro) he, as 
ordered the ‘crew to run close to the shore. The water wag too 
shallow for the large vessel to venture there, but to his dismay; 
he saw ihe French lowerinz and manning a large rowboat. He decided 
to make an effort to save himself and his cargo, He Imew tof a 
shallow inlet near by so hurriedly prepared a few pepper bombs. 
timed to explode immediately after being thrown on deck. “As the $ 
rowboat pulled near them, they tossed the bombs onto the enemies eng 
boat, The bombs exploded as planned, While the French were blinded 
with the pepper, and near smothering, Dr, Gerber, with his Curso, 
Sailed up the narrow inlet, i r 

In seeking a new field of labor, Dr. Gerber's attention WAS 
drawn to the numerous German and Swiss colonial branches an sthe 
USA. So he was sent to sunervise the Protestant Lutheran and’ 
Presbyterian Churches in this country. © This assignment was given 
him by Dr, Blumhardt in 1934, His duty was to travel from group. 
to group and keep the organizations intact. This he did. along with 
his mecical practice for the next eight years, During this time 
Then on Sent. 12, 1842 his wife 


laran were horn to 


and baby, Freerick, died, 


r 


rber hired Anna Maria Aékeret to 


ailären, A few.months later they were married. 


Shortly after this, Dr. 


take care. of his 

Though he was 28 years older than ;she, they were always "happy 

together, ; 
Anna Maria had been born in Switzerland, near Lake Zurich, ys: 


came to the 


Nay Vy. 182%. At the age of 6 sher and her fan 


States and settled in Jackson County, Indiana, 1 When Anna 


` 


Maria was nine years old, she with a twin brother, Hans, were teft 


orphans, “Although finances had been 


for then, the money was 


used ott 


1erwise, and they suffered poverty and hardships. Therefore, 
It was 2t this, time that j 
Dr, Gerber heard of her and hired her to take care of hissehildyen. 20) 


Anna Maria began workine at an early a: 


~ 


father, Johannes s; living with him, So wita ~ 


his prewrous Marriazes, there was a family 


neibility Sor a young bride 


Jo, Thowar 


ameng the wali-te-doa citizens of Sti Lanie 


"he doctor was success?ul in his médica) profession and ax héloved 


a great change. He Togt kis position 
t 


PRE 
gyman, thei 


fine home was burned, and they 


were outeasts, and friendless, except Tor a few Latter: Day” Stinta 
e bills due hin conkd not ben 

collected, ii ee i 
Reiong thus deprived of all’ their worldly: goods; the: family 


soucht the sid of tase Church, and were aided in their irek to brash: 
3 


rj 
F] 
jae 


by the! Perpe tua 
completly repaid, 
Un to this Sine, Anna Maria, had given birth to five 


eration Find). Years later this debti wasis 


Thee journey across the ER WAS Vesey, MS Be: 
Ea Johannas y was 311, but had, a ereat desire to dive to, $66) 


Salt Lake Valley, nie wish was granted, As soon’as the 


“conpany enna in sight of the Valley, he asked to. be helpsa 


his bed, saying, "Soe'T can seevthe Jand 
the view, hs said, TT an, satist edfand 


arri; z on. Immigration Square that ric} 
was October of 1254, nt 
Ine first joo offered Dr, Gerbert in Utah was harvesting 


wes 


potatoes, ‘This was ton much for his pride, and he promptly yoso 


fused, «However, his’wife sald later that an order to nrovide s 
Al TOS. Thay ‘very ‘fall, 
with a“comany ofi Ahit 


Por his family, ne was ad to pick 


A few tays Later the family moved 


Saints, They located near Cedar City. Here æ son, “Moroni; Was 
Horn on Get, 4; 1554, er 4 


as exitre 


the crops 


ericke 


“One had stolen 


family's cow, sic food consisted nainly of 
a few vegetables, wild roots, and an ocensional rabbit forsstew. tn 

During these six years the family moved around in. the com- 
mimities of Southern Utah, Dr. Gerber continued his medical 


practice but received ho fee as the people hed nothing totoffer. 


From thers, the family moved to Wasatch County locating 


A 


in “Upper Settlement", later named Mound City snd now: known as 


Midway. n tere Dr. Ferber made hiufirst effort to establisis 


permanent home jn:ltah, ‘He filed on homestead right of go acres, 


and built a lög cabin bo which was later added another-room. 
1864 and 1265 was unusually hard,” Ttustartede omi ke 


Snowing’ late.in November before the grain was all thresned..--Owing 


The winter oi 


toso much rain and snow falling, it was necessary forwthe family 


to move the wheat into one of the iia? rooms ‘to keep it. from- 


spoiling. Here they flailed it out as"needed for foadeny, tiwas 


4 


‘Prepared chiefly by boiling, some parched and eaten Like "popeorh, 


Atotimes a quantity of wheat was slightly browned, then beaten in 
an iron mortar and made inte rough cakes which was roliet ty all hina 
the family. fi 

Much vein and 


fell and sent streams of wate 
‘walls of the house and through the roof. The onky ery spot was heap 
the fire-place- where Mother sat with her bhaby Adelia in hens 
The children’ often huddled near to com warm and dry ee 

old quilt to’stretch over them asa 


Sonatine in 1845. or 1867 tha 


were pepe on ee erties Acwoedinty the: families bu ae Lee 4 
homes around an.S.ecre square. Phe homes facea the center,’ "thus 
vat ient and. 


forming a fort. Al stock was ariven into this square 
guarded i ; i 


Tpi the spring of 1865 the family moved to Salt i ; 
he they fared. better than at any time since leaving Migs r 
AN Gerber practiced medicine and received somè pay, I 
of (1870 they returned to Midway and Dri Gerber built a “tay 
frame house into o which the family moved, Dr. Gar: 


ap 


pneumonia and died abaut two weeks Tater, 


4 


extremely cola, she brought 2 new baby inte the world, Because 


Then in his excitement he jumped on his buckboard and drove off 


Die,  Gerhar honored and respected as a doctor of 


medicines Often, afiier joining the Church, people were unable to A 


him Lor his servicesy buting shared his skill asta doctor 


at a book could be written 


y 
willingly and wol: Someone once said ti 
t 


the sond he did ac a docto 


th, he ca¥led John Huber’ to h bedside and 
bore a strong testimony of the truthfulness cf the Ghureh’ of 


Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, He reguested that ‘this be Mi 


reported to the ard public,» Ha was buried in.the “Upper 
Setshement Cenetary" on the foothills north-west of Midway, A 
Pi 
IEMA: 


onesr Monument has since been erected by his descendanta: to his 
4. 


-Mhe family of Dr. Gerber, his wife, Anna Maria, andi her: 


thres children: lived in tha little frame house for the nex? 


ye 


s. Dr, Serher's wife, Anna Maria, began goings out, asea-midwife. 


in 1°73, Her success was remarkable and she wae creditiedwitih » 


saving many lives, There was no do¢tor in the area at that tine, 
and her field of labor extended to every settlement in Wasa'‘teh 
County. She was affectionately know as Mother Gerber, Sometimes iru" 


She faced severe snow sterms and blizzards in order to get’ anong, 
to the homes of the sick. At one tine when the “weather yag | 


of the poverty of the family, there were no clothes foc the - 
hewcomer, .Mother Gerber took off her npotticoat and wranped ‘the infant 
ited RY 


gnhors and soli 


in it. The following day she visited ne 


clothes and food for the destitute family, 


One night there came a mock on therndors i It WAR MAR OX Pec 
tant father, "Come quick, Mother Gerber, my wife is having) 2 batya 


into the nicht, Leaving Mcther Gerber to walk the three miles: 

through. the’ snow alons, gee: "4 Blan ae, 
Many times Mother Gerber was called on to administer: to sick 

animals, “Once a-horse had run a huge snlinter into its side and 


the men sent for Mother erber, The roved the horse down 8 
aA A 


climbed bn. top, cut -thevhorses’s side 
and sewed up the wound. 

Mother erber was sometimes away from home for’ Sey 
ative time: iA pérfornine her wervices ‘to. the:sick. 
little cash, but was often paid with. rroduce. 


Pilea csp teers E rsh eying 


t 


the homes of her 
children, Moroni, Eller, sand Adelie. Sne died February ay “1942 
at Massar, Wintah County, Utah. ten 


She spent the last years of hor life in 
e 


Mother Gerber didn't leave much in the way of materials 
thines to show for her life of service. However, there are, 
Several old timers in Wasatch County who still walk straight. because 

of her Skill in settine bones with wooder 


many of the inhabitants of 


splints and rags and 
early Provo Velley came inte this 


se OY werld, to thercall of "Mother Serber, come quick! Wy wife is 
PR having a baby!” 
PO 


This is from thestory of Moroni Gerber, son of Dr, Jom Gerber 


and Anra Maria Ackerot Gerber, Moreni Gerber was tne father of 


Stella Gevber “erdnor, E. kay Gavdner is the husband of Stella 
ios Gerber Gardner, 


aber 


